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REMARKS 



Claims 29, 38 and 39 have been canceled. Claims 53-58 stand withdrawn as being 
directed to a non-elected invention. Claim 33 has been amended to correct a typographical error. 
No other amendments to the claims or specification have been made. Accordingly, claims 26- 
28, 31-37, and 40-44 are presented for examination. 

The present action substantially reiterates the prior art rejections from prior Office Action 
dated June 3, 2005. In response to the arguments filed in our prior Amendment and Reply dated 
November 28, 2005 relating to the removal of the Suga reference (U.S. Patent No. 6,297,908) as 
prior art based on the German priority document for the present application, the Examiner states 
that he cannot find any English translations of any German priority documents. 

Upon reviewing the file, we conclude that the copy of the English translation of the 
German priority document referred to in our prior reply was inadvertently omitted from the 
November 28, 2005 filing enclosing our prior Reply. As a result, we substantially reiterate the 
prior argument from that Reply below and affirmatively enclose a copy of the German 
translation of the German priority document. 

Independent claims 26 and 43 stand rejected as allegedly obvious over U.S. Patent No. 
5,21 1,463 ("Kalmanash") in view of Suga reference (U.S. Patent No. 6,297,908). We do not 
concede the merits of this rejection. However, as explained in further detail below, Suga is not 
prior art to the present application. Therefore, we ask the Examiner to withdraw the rejection of 
claims 26 and 43. 

Specifically, the U.S. filing date for Suga is June 2, 1999. On the other hand, the present 
application claims priority to German Patent Applications 198 60 696.6, 198 60 697.4, and 198 
60 695.8, all filed on December 29, 1998, before Suga's filing date. See § MPEP 2136.03(1). 
We note that the present action acknowledges this priority claim. Therefore, the present 
application is entitled to priority date of December 29, 1998 for subject matter disclosed in the 
German Patent Applications. We enclose an English translation of German Patent Application 
198 60 696.6, which provides support for all of the claims currently under examination. For 
example, see the Table below indicating where support for each claim can be found in the 
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English translation of the priority document. Accordingly, we ask the Examiner to withdraw the 
prior art rejection. 



Claim 




26 


for example, supported at pages 5-7 and Figures 1-2, e.g., including 
light waveguide (1), light exit face (1A), light entry faces (5B), a 
surface lying opposite the light exit face (IB), lateral surfaces (1C, ID, 
IE and IF), reflectors (4), light-scattering sections (6), and plane 
sections (7) 


27 


for example, supported at page 5, paragraph 5, e.g., light infeed unit 
(5) includes a an opening 5B for the allocated reflector 4 and a light 

cmnvp ^ A" flint ic ""nncitir^npH cnr*Vi tVmt tnp npam r\f li olit ic ffiH'intfvl 
oUUlvC Jf\ Ulal Jo pU&lLIVJllCU. dUVll 11 la I U1C UC/CUH Ul liglll IS laUldlWU 

into the optical waveguide 1 at a certain oblique angle" 




fnr pYfltmr\lp QiitvnnrtpH at t^jkjp fs Tmrflor^Wh 0 p o fnr p^pVi lidit 

1U1 tsACUllL/it/, dULrjJUl 1\->\1 CLl Uagv \J, L/Cll C+fy* CLVJ1L Z<, l/.^., 1U1 t^tll/ll llc^lll 

coupling unit, the optical waveguide "has a triangular projection" for 
which "one side surface of this projection is covered by a reflector 4, 
while the other side surfaces lies exposed to the outside, thus forming 

tVip nnpnincr arpa SR" 


31 


for example, supported at page 6, paragraph 4, and Figure 2, e.g., 
where reflectors 4 "are preferably formed as a single unit" 


32 


for example, supported at page 6, paragraph 4, e.g., where reflectors 4 
are "produced via injection molding" 


11 

jj 


ior example, auppuncu di page o, paiagrapn e.g., wnere reiieciorb *t 
are "produced . . . from Pocan® (thermal polyester with a polybutylene 
terephthalate base)" 


34 


for example, supported at page 6, paragraph 4, e.g., where reflectors 4 
are "produced . . . from Pocan® (thermal polyester with a polybutylene 
terephthalate base)" 


35 


for example, supported at page 6, paragraph 4, e.g., reflectors 4 are 
formed from a Pocan® material that "is white and forms an ideal 
diffuse reflector", or from "a foil material . . . applied as a reflector" 


36 


for example, supported at page 6, paragraph 4, e.g., reflectors 4 can be 
formed from "a foil with a polycarbonate base" 
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37 


for example, supported at page 8, paragraph 2, and Figure 3, e.g., 
where "openings 25B in the reflective layer 24 and their allocated light 
sources 25 A form a multitude of light coupling units 25" 


40 


for example, supported at page 6, paragraph 4, e.g., reflectors 4 can be 
formed from "a foil . . . that is coated or printed with the color white" 


41 


for example, supported at page 10, paragraph 3, and Figure 5, e.g., 
where optical waveguide 40 is a "closed ring [that] can have any 
shape" 


42 


for example, supported at page 5, paragraph 5, e.g., where light source 

Jr\ Call UC a dCIIllvUIlUUlAlIlg ll^ll-CIIlllllIlg U1UUC 


43 


for example, supported at pages 5-7 and Figures 1-2, e.g., see claim 26 

flHovp and fiirtTipr inpliiHinp liniiiH prv<ita1 plpmpnt 0 wViipVi iq 

CIL/V/ V V ? CI 11 14 1 til til VI 11IV1 tivllllg, llvl 141VJ- l/l YalCll VlVlllwllL Z7 ^ W111V11 lO 

"positioned above the optical outlet surface 1 A of the optical 
waveguide 1 and . . . separated from it by means of spacers" (page 7, 
paragraph 3) 


44 


for example, supported at page 7, paragraph 3, e.g., where liquid 
crystal element 9 is spaced from optical outlet surface 1 A "by means 
of spacers" 



In view of the above, we ask that the application be allowed. 

Canceled claims have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Any circumstance in which the applicant has (a) addressed certain comments of the 
Examiner does not mean that the applicant concedes other comments of the Examiner, (b) made 
arguments for the patentability of some claims does not mean that there are not other good 
reasons for patentability of those claims and other claims, or (c) amended or canceled a claim 
does not mean that the applicant concedes any of the Examinees positions with respect to that 
claim or other claims. 
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Please apply any charges or credits to deposit account 06-1050, referencing 12406- 
126001. 




Date 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 
225 Franklin Street 
Boston, MA 021 10 
Telephone: (617) 542-5070 
Facsimile: (617) 542-8906 



Respectfully submitted, 



Marc M. Wefers 
Reg. No. 56,842 
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